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House of Burgess: Spicer earns 
laughs 


Ex-Trump aide's Emmys visit disgusting 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


It was just days before Donald Trump’s inauguration as the 45th president, 
and Sean Spicer, incoming White House press secretary and 
communications director, appeared as a guest on David Axelrod’s podcast, 
“The Axe Files.” In response to an audience question, Spicer laid out his 


vision of his new role. 


“The one thing that whether you’re Democrat, Republican, independent, 
you have your integrity. I may tell a reporter I can’t comment on something, 
or you know I’m not able to discuss that, but I’ve never lied,” he said on the 
Jan. 5 episode. “I would argue that anyone who’s an aspiring communicator 
adhere to that. Because, if you lose the trust of the press corps, you’ve got 
nothing. ... I don’t think any communicator worth their salt can go out and 
tell a lie. You just can’t do it. ... You can spin the way you want, but I think 


to go out and tell a lie is something that’s just not acceptable.” 


By his own estimation, it turned out he had no integrity. He did lie. He had 
nothing. He was not worth his salt. He was unacceptable. And not after a 


while, either. Straight away. 


As I wrote in my Jan. 25 column, “Size matters to Trump,” Spicer spent Jan. 
21, his first full day on the job, screaming at journalists and parroting the 
new president’s lies about the size of his inauguration crowds. I was 
honestly surprised Spicer didn’t resign the very next day. This set the tone. 


Each subsequent day was filled with still easily disproved untruths. 


1n 


As I wrote in my July 26 column, “Requiem for ‘Spicey,’” Spicer did finally 
resign July 21. Not because he suddenly developed a sense of shame, but 
instead over the (ultimately short-lived) hiring of Anthony “The Mooch” 


Scaramucci as new communications director. (Spicer remained employed 


through the end of August, though.) 


I said at the time the one thing I would miss was Melissa McCarthy playing 
“Spicey” on “Saturday Night Live.” But, that’s because we were laughing at 


Spicer, not with him. 


But now that he’s just days out of his official role at the White House, he’s 
apparently just allowed to admit it was what we all knew it was the whole 


time, and we’re now just supposed to let him in on the joke. 


“During his surprise comedy skit at the Emmys on Sunday, Spicer may have 
made light of his six-month tenure as the White House press secretary, but 
a message was also embedded in his performance,” reported The New York 
Times’ Glenn Thrush and Dave Itzkoff. “In an interview on Monday morning, 
Spicer said he now regrets one of his most infamous moments as press 
secretary: his decision to charge into the White House briefing room in 
January and criticize accurate news reports that President Barack Obama’s 
inauguration crowd was bigger than Trump’s. ‘Of course I do, absolutely,’ 


Spicer said.” 


He knew he sold his soul at the time. He then made a joke of it, only later 


expressing regret. I’m failing to find the humor. 


“Spicer made his Emmys appearance at the end of [host Stephen] Colbert’s 
opening monologue,” they reported. “[Colbert said] the president was 
primarily concerned with TV ratings, but that there was no way to know 


how large his audience was. Colbert asked, ‘Sean, do you know?’ At that 


point, Spicer shot out of the wings — pushing a podium similar to the one 
immortalized by McCarthy. ... He recited his briefing room statement, 
nearly word for word. “This will be the largest audience to witness an 
Emmys, period — both in person and around the world,’ he declared with a 


semi-straight face.” 


Instead of rising as one booing him off stage, the audience hooted and 
cheered in surprise. Those who lined up for selfies backstage should hang 
their heads today. I am a huge fan of Colbert, but he and anyone else 
involved in the planning and execution of this horrible idea were in the 


wrong. 


According to a June 30 annual report to Congress on White House officer 
personnel salaries, Spicer was paid at a rate of $179,700 per year. Anyone 
compensated that well by the American people to lie to the American people 
on a daily basis deserves our unending scorn. Oh, we’re laughing — but you 


are the joke. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached at 


rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


